Brain injury severity, litigation status, and self-report of postconcussive symptoms.
The Postconcussive Symptom Questionnaire (PCSQ) was developed to assess the symptoms associated with the controversial diagnosis of postconcussion syndrome. We examined item endorsement on the PCSQ in two groups. The first group was made up of individuals diagnosed with moderate to severe traumatic brain injury. The second group was made up of individuals meeting criteria for mild traumatic brain injury who exhibited no evidence of neurological injury. In addition, they demonstrated poor effort during neuropsychological examination. Significant differences in item endorsement were found the majority of individual items as well as on the PCSQ indices. The poor effort mild traumatic brain injury group consistently reported more symptoms with greater severity. The results raise further questions about the validity of postconcussion symptoms.